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ANNEX 12

GSC21 Request for Consultation Letter

Date: 

Memorandum to: (Name of Committee Member)

c.c.: Chairs of both GSCs

From: (Name of Program Assistant)

Subject: REQUEST FROM THE INTERDISCIPLINARY GSC FO R CONSULTATION
REPORT

_______________________________________________________________________

It is NSERC's responsibility to ensure that all applications receive a fair and appropriate
review.  Each year, NSERC receives a number of grant applications in fields that fall
beyond the obvious boundaries of a particular GSC.  Such applications deserve to be
reviewed on the basis of their intrinsic merits, regardless of the specific field or the
degree to which they fall within the fields of interest of a particular GSC.

For such applications, the GSC to which the application is assigned often wishes to seek
additional advice from another GSC on certain aspects, such as approach, scope or
methodology.  Consultations between GSCs are designed to assist with the review of
these proposals.  The purpose of this letter is to seek your assistance with this process.

The importance of consultations for the Interdisciplinary Grant Selection
Committee (GSC 21) cannot be overemphasized.  Interdisciplinary research, by
definition, falls outside the purview of any single, discipline-based GSC, and often
outside the areas of expertise of most scientists.  For many interdisciplinary
applications, it is possible that no member of GSC 21 is thoroughly conversant with
the proposed research.  Thus, GSC 21 relies heavily on the reviews of consultants
from the discipline-based GSCs when arriving at funding recommendations for
applications.

You have been designated by the Chair of your GSC as the most suitable member to
provide a written consultation to GSC 21 on the enclosed application.  Consultants
from other GSCs need not be familiar with all aspects of a proposal sent from GSC 21 in
order to offer helpful advice. In fact, part of this proposal may well be outside your
area of expertise.  Unlike the evaluation process you perform in your own GSC,
your consultation may be limited to only a few items such as a discussion of a
portion of the methodology or the applicant’s demonstrated expertise (i.e., items
that you feel are pertinent to your appraisal and that you feel comfortable in
providing).
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In preparing your report, you should try to interpret the significance of the proposed
research and of the applicant’s contributions in the broader context of interdisciplinary
research and not just in the narrower context of research conducted in your
particular discipline.  Examples of items to be included in your report are:

• a critical evaluation of the use of methods familiar to researchers in your discipline,
but which are to be applied in some new way by the applicant;

• comments about the significance of the results of the proposed research for your
discipline and, if possible, for other fields;

• a general, informed statement about the feasibility or rationality of the work
proposed.

You are requested to contribute your best advice about the application, keeping in
mind that GSC 21 members charged with making the funding recommendation may
not be more knowledgeable than you about the research described in this
application.

You may find it helpful to compare this application to others assigned primarily to your
GSC.  Also, you may wish to consult with other members of your GSC before returning
the completed form to NSERC.  Please note that the comments you provide should be
as detailed as those you would provide if you were presenting this proposal to your
own Committee.  Your comments will play an important part in the process of arriving
at a funding recommendation.

This report is part of the evaluation process and is therefore accessible to the
applicant (edited only in accordance with the Privacy Act).  NSERC would
appreciate it if you would type the report to make it easier for the GSC and
applicant to read. Attached is a form to use when submitting your report.  An
electronic version of the form will be sent to you for your convenience.

In order for your report to be of maximum value, please send it to me no later than
January 07, 2002.


